To be Brief

By NWP Publisher Sandy Lender

Welcome to the Night Wolf Publications writers’ resource series. This piece is less of an article and more of a list. In several of the seminars I’ve led and online writers groups I’ve participated in over the years, folks ask each other to identify abbreviations. I’d like to share the common ones (and a few not-so-common ones) that speckle the publishing industry landscape to help both newcomers and veterans of the writing world get through those short-hand conversations. Abbreviations will be added to this list over time, so check back.
I also recommend getting a copy of The Associated Press style guide and/or Strunk and White’s style guide (for obvious reasons) and so you have a copy of proofreader’s marks to make your life easier as editors and copy editors send you corrections and galleys.

ARC = advance reader copy

BC = back cover (FC = front cover)

BDSM = bondage/discipline, dominance/submission, sado-masochism (fetish books)

chick lit = women’s fiction that doesn’t “fit” the romance categories
DJ = dust jacket

DRM = digital rights management (electronic book security measure)

eBook = electronic book (electronic publishing)

f/f = female on female (a work of lesbian lit)

graph = paragraph

lit = literature

m/f = male on female (a work of straight fiction)

m/m = male on male (a work of gay lit)

MC = main character

MG = middle grade

MS = manuscript

NaNoWriMo = National Novel Writing Month (November)
PML = palm markup language

POD = print on demand

POV = point of view

protag = protagonist

sci-fi = science fiction

tween = lit for middle schoolers (also: mid grade)

wc = word count

WIP = work in progress

YA = young adult

While you can see a number of erotic-influenced abbreviations in the list above, those are included for information purposes only. Night Wolf Publications currently seeks sweet and/or light stories among its romance titles. We are not accepting erotica material. MS containing BDSM or explicit sexual content will be rejected while we build a stable of best-selling family friendly fiction authors.

